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and persons ; but it is the French King turned up-
side down. The mass of natural rights absorbed by
the sovereign community through the Social Compact
is, again, nothing more than the old divine right of
kings in a new dress. As for Rousseau's dislike of
representative systems and his requirement that the
entire community should meet periodically to exercise
its sovereignty, his language in the " Contrat Social"
suggests that he was led to these opinions by the ex-
ample of the ancient tribal democracies. But at a later
date he declared that he had the Constitution of Geneva
before his mind ;1 and he cannot but have known that
the exact method of government which he proposed
still lived in the oldest cantons of Switzerland.

This denial to the collective community of all
power of acting in its sovereign capacity through
representatives is so formidable, as apparently to for-
bid any practical application of Rousseau's theory.
Rousseau, indeed, expressly says 2 that his principles
apply to small communities only, hinting at the same
time that they may be adapted to States having a
large territory by a system of confederation ; and in
this hint we may suspect that we have the germ of
the opinion, which has become an article of faith in
modern Continental Radicalism, that freedom is best
secured by breaking up great commonwealths into

1  Lettres ecrites de la Montagne^ part i. letter 6, p. 328.

2  Contrat Social, iii. 15.